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[Abstract] Despite its rapid growth in recent years, Chinese language education in the
United States still faces numerous obstacles such as limited resources, insufficient budgets and
inexperienced educators. Among all of the obstructions, the most critical challenge is the lack of
systematic and effective teaching materials for American students. Based on teacher interviews
and student surveys, this paper analyzes two textbooks used in middle and high schools in the
metro Atlanta area and suggests criteria for developing Chinese language teaching materials that
meet the needs of diverse American young learners.

[Key words] teaching Chinese as a foreign language; teaching materials; middle and high
school in the U. S.
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