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Defining the Culture-Language Relationship
for Instructed L2 Chinese Acquisition

The City University of New York Ji Jianguo

[Abstract] The study of languageculture relationship in L2 Chinese acquisition is often
troubled by constrained perceptions and inadequate conceptions, with some of the existing
definitions frequently causing confusion and even bewilderment in the actual teaching-learing
process. In order to generate more positive and practical implications for theory building and
pedagogical operations, we need to orient the languageculture relationship study more towards
its integration with the process of instructed L2 Chinese acquisition, more towards its integration
with efficient internalization of the target language information on the part of the learners, and
more towards its integration with adequate FLT methodology and effective pedagogy.

[Key words]  languageculture relationship in instructed L2 acquisition; process and

conditions for L2 acquisition; defining "culture™ for its place in L2 learning and teachmg
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