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On the Strategic Significance of Confucius Institute
from the Perspective of the Integration of East Asia

Yang Dongyan

[Abstract] With the development of globalization, especially with the establishment of
the European Union, regional integration has become one of the most significant phenomena in
the world. The East Asian integration is being expected. Yet, the foundation of deep and all-
round cooperation among East Asian countries depends on mutual cultural identity.
Confucianism is exactly the culture that most countries in East Asia shares, therefore, the
Confucius institute has to be redefined from strategic point of view in order to meet the
requirement of the new situation and make some contributions to the realization of the East
Asian integration by promoting Confucianism and the concept of China's diplomacy in East
Asia.

[Key words] East Asian integration; cultural circle of Confucianism; strategic significance
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