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On the “Conjecture of Structure Motivation” in
Teaching Chinese Characters to Foreigners

Yang Xueli

[Abstract] According to the word source of Chinese characters or the reference of the source,
previous scholars have analyzed the intention of character formation from the character component—
[Js is called the structure motivation of Chinese characters. In the field of teaching Chinese
characters to foreigners, if we ignore the object function of character components while analyzing the
intention of character building, but treat most comJnent, even the strokes as meaningful parts and
give a subjective meaning to them in order to create a meaning to the morphemes, the present author
thus calls this kind of method "subjective analysis of structure motivation. " This method has been
existing for a long time and has different names. But it should rarely be used in teaching Chinese as
a Scond or Foreign language.

[Key words] relationship between structure and meaning; structure motivation; conjecture
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